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To our dear youth, who have given us opportunity to speak into their lives, and their parents too: 

We really value the time we have spent getting to know you all and pray often we can be the leaders God is calling 

us to be and that you need us to be. 

In a time when so many are just longing for a place to belong, we are glad you choose to ‘belong’ to this group. 

Perhaps you won’t always, but we sure are glad our paths crossed today! 

 We have a large group and this is what keeps things interesting most times! In our group there are many 

different perspectives on what are ‘necessary rules’. Our convictions are not all at the same place. We hope we can 

be a group that respects each other and edifies each other in spite of this. 

We have been realizing there are times in the past we as leaders may not have always expressed our expectations 

well and we want to do that now to help with communication in the future.  

As you read over some of these they may seem ‘over protective’ or ‘fuddy-duddy’ but we assure you they only 

come from a heart of caring about your future and wanting not just something good for you, but wanting God’s 

best for you. You are a vital part of our Church family and your actions do and will have a big impact on our future 

as God’s family.  

We welcome your honest feed back at anytime! 

~ Here are some things to keep in mind when spending any time with the youth: 

 Remember the encouragement you got from your youth pastor to ask the Lord to help you to be an asset 

to your group: Don’t waste your time waiting on what the youth group will bring to you, rather see how 

much you can bring to the group!!  

 DO NOT wait on your youth leaders to come up with a good idea for the group to do when there is free 

time, gather a few friends and make something good happen for all there!   

 Keep in mind that getting good group discussion going is an awesome activity at any time!!!! This 

counts for Bible Studies or just hanging out time…”If a tree falls in the woods when no one is around to 

hear it, does it still make a sound?? “Which came first, the chicken or the egg?” 

 We are all for ‘best friends’ and it is natural to gravitate to those you relate to best. However, when you 

are at a youth group function with the whole group please be purposeful in not going off into a separate 

corner, doing your own games or excluding others from your small group. Rather be purposeful in 

including those who seem least plugged in. Be creative and come up with games that get many, if not all, 

involved. It is encouraging to any of us when we are asked to join in on someone else’s activity. Save your 

‘best friends’ for a separate time. 

 Be on the lookout for any newcomers in our group and take the time to ask what their name is or just to 

tell them they are welcome and that you are glad they came! If it is a 15 year old and you are an old pro 

at this ‘youth group thing’ invite them into any game or activity…they WILL remember you and love you 

for this!! 

 Be aware of how your texting, cell phone use, iPods, etc. affects others in the group when it is an 

organized activity and try to limit it as much as possible. Especially when there is spiritual input going on 

such as Bible study, etc. 

 No DVD players, computers, movies, or video games are allowed unless you have Okayed it with a youth 

leader. (Include your parents in this discussion also.) This includes keeping our commitment of working 

towards Christ-like purity in anything being looked at on our phones etc. 
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 We ask that you follow state-ordained driver’s license guidelines when traveling to and from 

destinations while participating in youth activities. We don’t want to see any of you paying the price if 

something goes wrong while traveling illegally. 

 While at a cabin, on evangelistic trips, or other special outings we ask that you would be careful to 

never leave the location of the group unless you have asked a youth leader if it is okay.  

 We as a church district have taken a stand on the importance of women being veiled. We believe the 

Bible means just what it says on this matter and so we are asking that all young women with our group, 

who have made this commitment, be consistent and keep themselves veiled at all times possible. This 

includes activities such as skiing, sledding, etc. 

 Girls are to wear skirts or the knee-length culottes patterned after those ‘skorts’ that are used in 

Ephrata and Terre Hill High Schools. No shorts, jeans, or pants at anytime unless okayed by youth leaders 

because of a specific need. 

 T -shirts and shorts should be worn for all swimming occasions with the youth group. 

 When we are at a cabin, etc. we ask that girls/guys spend no time in the sleeping quarters of the 

opposite sex whether day or night and that no ‘sleep-wear’ be worn in the vicinity of the opposite sex. 

When it is time to change into sleep-wear it is also time to go to your own quarters and stay there till 

morning! Keep in mind that your sleep-wear is expected to have sleeves and be long shorts or pants. 

Crazy as this may sound, your choice of dress has an impact at all times, even among friends. 

 Modesty/purity are a huge deal to the Lord (check out all He says about this in His Word) and so we 

want it to be an important standard in our youth group! These are areas where we do what we do for 

the sake of others souls; not just what feels good to us.  

We want to do all we can to protect the purity of all hearts and minds and we thank you for standing 

with us in this. 

 And of course, no substance use/abuse of any kind will be tolerated at any time! This includes alcohol, 

drugs, tobacco, etc.  

 Think of your ‘Exit Strategy’ what do you want to be remembered for at the end of this year?  10 years 

from now? In eternity?  

As youth leaders we do not want to be your policemen or the killjoy of our group. We truly love you and 

would ‘go to bat’ for each of you any day. But we know who the real enemy is; Satan! God warns us to be 

on our guard because Satan is seeking to kill and destroy at all cost; with God’s church family in his cross-

hairs! “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: but, I (Jesus) am come 

that they (His children) might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly!” John 

10:10  We as your leaders have a huge God-given desire to bless and encourage you as much as possible 

in this fight!  

Please keep praying for all your leaders in your homes, churches, schools, jobs, nation… Join us each 

Thursday by checking out those on the IPRAY post and pray (perhaps even try fasting) along with us for 

your friends and all the relationships in Martindale District.  

 

Sincerely, 

Nelson Rutt, on behalf of the Martindale Youth Group Advisor team 

 

 



                                    -  Letter of Expectations - 
Martindale Mennonite Youth Group 

March, 2013 

 

 

 

I have been hearing bits & pieces of PA’s Junior driving law, so I decided to go to the police 

department and this is what I have found out:  

 

 

Section 75, subsection 1503 

For the first six months after issuance of the junior driver's 

license, a junior driver shall not drive a vehicle with more than 

one passenger under 18 years of age who is not a member of the 

driver's immediate family unless the junior driver is accompanied 

by a parent or legal guardian. After the expiration of the first 

six months, a junior driver shall not drive a vehicle with more 

than three passengers under 18 years of age who are not members 

of the driver's immediate family unless the junior driver is 

accompanied by a parent or legal guardian. A junior driver shall 

not drive a vehicle with more than one passenger under 18 years 

of age who is not a member of the driver's immediate family 

unless the junior driver is accompanied by a parent or legal 

guardian if the junior driver has been involved in an accident 

reportable under section 3746(a) for which the junior driver is 

partially or fully responsible in the opinion of the department 

or has been convicted of any violation of this title. For 

purposes of this paragraph, a junior driver's immediate family 

shall include brothers, sisters, stepbrothers or stepsisters of 

the driver, including adopted or foster children residing in the 

same household as the junior driver. 

 

 

It is my desire to have each young person willingly follow and obey all the driving laws.  


